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David Wells—in his book entitled Losing Our Virtue, started the following: “This is the first time 
a civilization has existed that, to a significant extent, does not believe in objective right and 
wrong.” 
 
2Timothy 3:16-17 
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize 
what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 
God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.” 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 NLT 
 
“This post-modern world is tired of words. It wants real. Real is everything. Real is  
 
convincing.” In many instances, OUR salt has become tasteless and our light  
 
hidden.”  
 

1. Are we really making a difference? 

 

1. Is our influence growing? 

 

1. Is the moral tenor of our community changing because of us? 

 

1. If salvation of the community and or the world depended on me or you, what are the 
chances of success??? 

 
COULD IT BE THAT WE (the church) LACK THE CREDIBILITY NECESSARY FOR OUR AGE??? 



 
“In this 21st century, we the church, must understand, as never before, that FAITH  
 
WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD! Just as Jesus came in the flesh (John 1:14), so  
 
society is looking for the INCARNATION of Christ in us. If they are to believe, they  
 
want to see, deserve to see, and must see Him in us!  
 
John 1:14 NKJV 
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
John 1:14 NKJV 
 
Describing in words what the world is looking for the church to be, these words seem fitting 
and proper: 
 
A. “A community of people who stand firm in the truth over time, against raging currents of 
opposition, and who present living proof of a loving God to a watching world.” 
 
I believe it was Ghandi who stated the following: “I have no issue with Jesus but these 
Christians” 
 
 
IF WE WANT TO BECOME THE CHURCH JESUS DESIRES, we must: 
 

1. Let Everyone See Our Good Deeds. 

 
Matthew 5:13-16 
 
““You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then 
good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. “You are the light of 
the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under 
a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 
Matthew 5:13-16 NKJV 
 

1. Remember, It Is More Blessed to Give. 

 
Acts 20:35 



“I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ 
”” 
Acts 20:35 NKJV 
 

1. Love Your Enemies, Do Good to Them. 

 
 
Luke 6:31-36 
 
“And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. “But if you love those 
who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you 
do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 
And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, 
hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most 
High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is 
merciful.” 
Luke 6:31-36 NKJV 
 

1. Overcome Evil With Good. 

 
Romans 12:17-21 
“Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, 
as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, 
but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 
Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing 
you will heap coals of fire on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good.” 
Romans 12:17-21 NKJV 
 

1. Do Good to All People. 

 
Galatians 6:7-10 
“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For 
he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of 
the Spirit reap everlasting life. And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season 



we shall reap if we do not lose heart. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, 
especially to those who are of the household of faith.” 
Galatians 6:7-10 NKJV 
 

1. Remember that We Are Created to Do Good Works. 

 
Ephesians 2:8-10 
“God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift 
from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast 
about it. For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do 
the good things he planned for us long ago.” 
Ephesians 2:8-10 NLT 
 

1. Do Not Grow Weary of Doing Good. 

 
2 Thessalonians 3:11-15 
“Yet we hear that some of you are living idle lives, refusing to work and meddling in other 
people’s business. We command such people and urge them in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to settle down and work to earn their own living. As for the rest of you, dear brothers 
and sisters, never get tired of doing good. Take note of those who refuse to obey what we say 
in this letter. Stay away from them so they will be ashamed. Don’t think of them as enemies, 
but warn them as you would a brother or sister.” 
2 Thessalonians 3:11-15 NLT 
 

1. Be Rich in Good Deeds. 

 
1 Timothy 6:17-19 
“Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which 
is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. 
Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good works and generous to 
those in need, always being ready to share with others. By doing this they will be storing up 
their treasure as a good foundation for the future so that they may experience true life.” 
1 Timothy 6:17-19 NLT 
 

1. Engage in Good Deeds. 

 



Titus 3:8 
“This is a trustworthy saying, and I want you to insist on these teachings so that all who trust in 
God will devote themselves to doing good. These teachings are good and beneficial for 
everyone.” 
Titus 3:8  
 

1. Be Eager to Do What Is Good.  

 
Titus 2:11-14 
“For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all people. And we are instructed 
to turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should live in this evil world with wisdom, 
righteousness, and devotion to God, while we look forward with hope to that wonderful day 
when the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed. He gave his life to 
free us from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, and to make us his very own people, totally 
committed to doing good deeds.” 
Titus 2:11-14 NLT 
 

1. Spur One Another to Love and Good Deeds. 

 
Hebrews 10:23-25 
“Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his 
promise. Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let 
us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially 
now that the day of his return is drawing near.” 
Hebrews 10:23-25 NLT 
 

1. Be Eager to Do Good. 

 
1 Peter 3:13-15 
“Now, who will want to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you suffer for doing 
what is right, God will reward you for it. So don’t worry or be afraid of their threats. Instead, 
you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks about your hope as a believer, 
always be ready to explain it.” 
1 Peter 3:13-15 NLT 
 
 
Historically, it has been Christians that have had incredible impact from their  
 



position of humility and service to the rest of society. The great plagues of 165  
 
and 251 A. D. killed a third of the population each time. It was the Christians that  
 
cared for their own sick as well as the pagans. Many died in doing so. This  
 
happened while the pagans turned away from their own sick. Following natural  
 
disasters, earthquakes, famines, floods, riots, civil war, and invasions, it was the  
 
Christians who rose to the occasion to serve the most vulnerable. A pagan ruler  
 
by the name of Julian stated that “the followers of the Way “support not only  
 
their poor, but ours as well.” 
 
 
“High morals, superior lifestyles, good works, sacrificial acts of love—against  
 
great opposition in the ancient world, the message of the gospel exploded  
 
because it was built over a bridge of LIVING PROOF! 
 
 
 
 


